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G-STRINGERS CREDIT SUCCESS TO NEW UNIFORMS

Daytona (AP) – For years, the G-Stringers franchise had been labeled as a ‘middle team’, too good to be bad, but never good enough to compete with the more powerful teams.  Team owner Collin Hulst called for a team meeting at the team’s Daytona office this offseason, bringing everyone in the organization to participate.

Something had to be done.  Something had to change.

On the 7th day, what is now credited as the turning point to what is now a Championship Season, longtime Stringer player and pitching coach Mark Wohlers came forth with a not-so-wild idea:  Change the uniforms.

For years, the Stringers were the only team in the world to field a professional team dressed in nothing but g-strings, spikes and a ball cap.  This was the team’s signature.  And the players were asking for a change.  Now instead of wearing g-strings, the players are dressed in full baseball wear, with a g-string drawn on.  When asked about this, Wohlers cited several reasons.  “Where do I start?  I guess a lot of players were not happy with the ‘no hair below the lip’ clubhouse policy that Mr Hulst has in place.  The team trainers were always after us to shave shave shave…  That’s fine once in a while, but eventually stubbles & rashes soon took over.  Something called ‘The Cream’ had to be applied repeatedly.  Secondly, there was nothing you could do… a cup would simply not stay in place.  If any fine ladies were in the first few rows, playing became more difficult.  And that would lead to pulled muscles and other injuries.”   When asked if this may explain any of the dozen wild pitches he has uncorked, Mark chose to add “No comment”.
“Those G-Strings were terrible.  It took many starts before I realized that the way my boys hung was tipping the hitters on what pitch was coming.” Explained Mark Prior.  Unfortunately for Mark, the added weight of a shirt with sleeves as placed him on the DL for most of the season.

So the team broke out of those meetings with a new uniform plan.  That plan was taken to spring training.  The players bought into it right away.  More smiles were seen.  Players were no longer afraid to be traded to, or signed by, the Stringers.  Daytona was a popular destination, once again.

It didn’t take long before team brass started noticing other benefits to this major change.  The crowds returned.  The players played in front of a sellout crowd every night.  Bush Field was popular again.  Scalpers were getting a 500% return on their tickets for the Moist Levels, even when the Whoopees came to town.

There was a downside to all of this.  The team previously had only 1 uniform manager on duty.  1 person was all it took to carry these uniforms to the cleaners.  “By our 4th game of the season, we noticed that our uniform guy was getting burned out, so we hired a few more hands to help out.” added Collin.  “We have a good source for illegal immigrants, so we were able to keep our costs down.  Oh, and by the way, this is off the record…”

Another negative impact has been around the team’s travel.  For the first 10 years of their existence, the team has made it a habit of boarding the flight on ‘getaway days’ in full uniform.  This made it a breeze to clear security.  There was an exception to this, however.

Up until the start of 2006, only 1 player in the history of the franchise had worn something other than a g-string out on the field.  No uniform could be found for David Wells, until a bait & tackle shop offered up a free fishnet.

FREEBIE FAILURES
League Offices (AP) – Marketing.  Sometimes, someone from that department has to come up with a reason to bring Joe Fan to the ballpark.  These are their failures:

· Macon Whoopee.  Free Whoopee Cushion Night, to the first 30,000 fans to show up.  17 home games later, the team auctioned off the remaining 25,000 on eBay.

· Oklahoma City Bombers.  Eric Gagne Bobble head night, to the first 30,000 fans.  Every single one of those dolls broke.  No two dolls have the same break.

· Boston Blood Sox.  King Felix Giveaway Night.  Marketing had actually intended for this proposal to be sent to the scheduling department.  It somehow made it’s way to those in charge of Player Personnel, and they followed through, by giving him away…
· Shelbyville Shellby-Villians.  Ted Lilly Punching Bag.  Every fan that decided to hit the bag had his nose bloodied.  A court order has kept most of the details out of the media until a verdict has been reached.

· Mt Pearl Blazers.  Free Baseball Night.  The first 30,000 fans in attendance received a free baseball.  Most of those fans promptly threw these from their seats, hitting the strike zone with more regularity than the newly signed trio of Lowry, Duke and Davis.  On a positive note, most of these fans have been invited to spring training in an effort to rebuild the rotation.
· Texas Leaguers.  Ryan Anderson signed poster.  Ryan was to personally sign 30,000 of these posters.  His elbow blew out on the 4th one, putting an end to his career.

· Software Pirates.  Ace Night.  The team was supposed to hand out 40,000 Ace bobble heads on September 1st, a move designed to honor their #1 starter.  40,000 empty boxes were handed out to unsuspecting customers.
· Warren Warriors.  Hot Dog Night.  The promotion promised all you can eat hot dogs to any and all paying fans.  When the gates opened at 6:00, no one could locate the entire supply of hot dogs trucked in for the special occasion.  Team owner Carl Thomas was found shortly after 7, unconscious, next to 250,000 empty hot dog wrappers.
· Daytona G-Stringers.  Turn Back the Clock Night.  Team showed up on the field in their original g-string uniform.  Not a single fan was able to find the uniform that Carlos Zambrano was ‘wearing’ on the mound.
VEGAS ANNOUNCES RECOD PROFIT OVER 2006 SEASON
Las Vegas (AP) – Millions of fans around the world placed bets with various Las Vegas sports bookies this season.  Not a single fan picked the G-Stringers as potential champions.  For the first year ever, Vegas didn’t have any payouts for a Poolsters season.  When asked about this, Collin’s grandmother had this to say “Please don’t tell him I put a C-Note on  Maccon to win it all”
MACCON EXPANDS SCOUTING STAFF
Maccon (AP) – Sean Barron, owner of the Maccon Whoopee is proud to announce the new addition to his scouting staff.  Owen Sean Barron arrived on November 3rd, 4:45 PM, and as quickly taken over the team’s player development operations.  Already, Owen has to been said to be going gaga over Rookie of the Year winner Justin Verlander.

AROD CAN’T HANDLE PRESSURE
Oklahoma City (AP) – Arod was a fan favorite for a decade in Oklahoma City, always coming up with the big hits, making the big plays, and always saying the right things in front of the media.  Halfway through the season, Arod had made it clear that he was through with offering his services for a ‘hometown discount’ and asked to be paid accordingly or be traded.  “I’ve brought 4 championships to this team, to these fans, and to our team owner, Mr Borduas.  I’ve never asked for anything in return.  I think it’s time I get paid what I should have been getting paid all these years” Arod was quoted saying shortly after word came out that he was shipped to Shelbyville.  Arod was quickly re-signed to a 6.5 million per year contract, which lead Arod to announce “This is more like it.  I’m the best 3rd baseman in the league, and I think I deserve to be paid accordingly.  I would like to thank Mr Molnar for bringing me to such a classy organization, and I look forward to putting up the best numbers of my career and bring a Championship to this town!”  Arod’s struggles in 2006 have become legendary, getting booed many times by the hometown fans.  Rumors continue to circulate about possibly being traded
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